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WASHINGTON (AP) — Rep. Henry 
B, Gonzalez submitted his resignation 
as chairman of the House assassinations 
committee on Wednesday in his battle 
with Chief Counsel Richard A. Sprague 
and he called Sprague an “uncons- 
cionable scoundrel.” 

Sprague made no early comment. 

The Texas Democrat submitted his 
resignation in a letter to Speaker 
Thomas P . O’Neill, The Speaker said the 
resignation woud have to be considered 
by the full House, raising the prospect of 
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a divisive floor fight. 

O’Neill said he would not submit the 
resignation for a House verdict until he 
talked to Gonzalez. 

Republican Conference Chairman 
John B. Anderson of Illinois said, “the 
life of the committee still hangs by a 
slim thread.” 

^ In his resignation letter, Gonzalez said 
“it seems clear now that the House 
leadership is unwilling to offer me 
support. 

“Yet I cannot bring myself to sign pay 
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vouchers for an unscrupulous in- 
dividual, an unconscionable scoundrel, 
and no power on earth can compel me to 
do so,” Gonzalez wrote. 

“Under the circumstances that now 
exist I have no alternative but to resign 
from the Select Committee on 
Assassinations herewith.” 

The committee investigation of the 
assassinations of President John F. 
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King 
has been embroiled in controversy since 
the day Congress convened in January. 
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The probe came to a virtual standstill 
Feb. 10 when Gonzalez fired Sprague for 
refusing to say which staff people could 
be fired to cut costs. All other members 
told Sprague to stay put on grounds any 
firing has to be done by the committee, 
not the chairman alone. 

The House has given the committee 
only temporary life through the end of 
this month and must decide either to dis- 
band it or continue if for th two-year life 
of the Congress. 

Gonzalez said in his letter to the 
speaker that Sprague “refused to pro- 
duce any kind of information on which 
the committee could make rational 
budget decisions.” 

Further, Gonzalez said, “since he pur- 
sued a deliberate course of action to 
undermine me with members of the 
committee and staff alike, I had no 
recourse but to dismiss him, which I did. 

“I found in the committee an 
administrative nightmare,” Gonzalez 
wrote. “I found a chief counsel who 
assumed full powers of the committee 
itself, (and by implication usurped the 
powers of the House itself); a chief 
counsel who was insubordinate and in- 
sulting not to mention disloyal. 

. /.-/ ounc * ^justifiable salaries, un- 
justified employes and reckless, inex- 
plicable financial obligations,” Gon- 
zalez said. “I had a responsibility to act 
and no one has yet demonstrated that I 
acted wrongly or without full cause.” 



